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ECCLESIASTICAL LATIN
Pronunciation Guide

Vowels
IPA English examples Latin text examples

[a] AVACADO Always sounds as a long a. CANTATE, ADIUTOR
[e] EGG Appears as e, ae or oe. LAETETUR, BENE
[i] PIZZA Appears as i or y INTROITE, KYRIE
[o] ORANGE Always pronounced as an open o. OMNIS, DOMINO
[u] PRUNE Rounded and pure u. IUCUNDUM, NOVUM

Consonants

b,f,m,n,v Pronounced as in English.

d, l and t Dental pronunciation as in Italian, with the tip of the
tongue against the back of the upper teeth.

p Pronounced more like an English b.

[tx] Soft c when followed by e, i, y, ae and oe.
CHECK CHEETAH DOCE, CITHARA

[k] Hard c when followed by a, o, u or consonants, also when a final c.
CALL CUCKOO CANTICUM, DEDUC

[dj] Soft g when followed by e, i, y, ae and oe.
AGILE GYPSY REFUGIAM, DIRIGE

[g] Hard g when followed by a, o, u or consonants.
EGO GARGOYLE INGREDIAR

[ɲ] gn sounds as in Italian and French.
ONION CANYON MAGNUS

[h] As in Italian, the h is not pronounced.  Sounds as k in  these two exceptions:
MIHI, NIHIL

[Y] j sounds as a y, not to be confused with [dj]. JUBILATE
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ECCLESIASTICAL LATIN
Pronunciation Guide

[kw] qu sounds as in Italian and English and glides directly
into the vowel that follows.
QUOTE AQUA QUONIAM, LAQUEO

[r] Pronounced as in Italian ‐ flipped for a single r, rolled for a double r.
Initial r can be rolled for emphasis.

[x] Soft sc when followed by e and i.
SHY SHEEP SUSCEPTOR, VISCERIBUS

[sk] Hard sc when followed by a, o, u or consonants.
SCARE SCOLD SCHOLA

[s] Always unvoiced before a vowel or consonant.
SOUP SISTER SEMPER, MISERICORDIAM

[s:s] Double the length of the consonant as in Italian.
ASSASSIN ALTISSIME
(i.e. [k:k] PREOCCUPEMUS; [l:l] EVELLET; [n:n] INNOVA)

[tsi] Soft ti when followed by another vowel and preceded by
any letter except s, t or x.
TSE TSE EXALTATIONE

[t] th pronounced as a hard t. CITHARA

[egz] Voiced x when used in the prefix ex followed by a vowel.
EXAMINE EXULTEMUS

[eks] Unvoiced in all other positions.
EXTRA AXE REX, EXPECTAVI

[ekx] Exception when prefix ex is followed by a soft c.
EXCELSIS

[dz] Voiced z. LAZARUS

3
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Cantate ei canticum novum
PSALM 33:3

 cantate ei canticum novum

bene psallite  ei  in  vociferatione

IPA _______________________________________________

ENGLISH _______________________________________________

4
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Can -ta - te ei can - ti - cum no - vum: be - ne psall - i - te

mf

ei in vo - ci - fe - ra - ti - o - ne. Can - ta - te ei

8

can - ti - cum no - vum: be - ne psall - i - te

15

38

38

38

&
# Joyfully q. = 66

· ·

Cantate ei canticum novum
Sing to Him a new song

Music by
AMY TATE WILLIAMSPsalm 33:3

&
#
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. .
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· ·
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ÏÏ ÏÏ

ÏÏ ä ÏÏ
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j ä Ï Ï Ï ª Ï Ï

ä
Ï ª

ÏÏÏ 
ÏÏÏ ä

Ï ª 
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 äÏÏÏ 
ÏÏÏÏ äÏÏ

Ï ÏÏ
ÏÏ Ï ª ÏÏÏ 

ÏÏÏ ä
Ï ª

ÏÏÏ 
ÏÏÏ

Ï ª Ï ª ä Ï Ï Ï ª Ï ª
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Cantabo Domino in vita m
PSALM 104:33‐34

 cantabo   Domino    in    vita    mea

psallam    Deo  meo    quamdiu     sum

IPA _______________________________________________

ENGLISH _______________________________________________

  iucundum        sit        ei        eloquium      meum

IPA _______________________________________________

ENGLISH _______________________________________________

ego         vero         delectabor       in       Domino

IPA _______________________________________________

ENGLISH _______________________________________________
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Can - ta - bo

mf

Do - mi -no in vi - ta me - a, can - ta - bo Do - mi -

10

- no, psal - lam De - o me - o, psal - lam

16

34

34

34

&
###

· · · · · · · ·

Cantabo Domino in vita mea
I will sing to the Lord in my life

Music by
AMY TATE WILLIAMSPsalm 104:33-34
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Jubilate Deo omnis terra
PSALM 100:1‐2

 jubilate  Deo  omnis  terra

servite     Domino      in       laetitia

IPA _______________________________________________

ENGLISH _______________________________________________

introite       in      conspectu     eius,   in       exaltatione

ATW 2002-15

15
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ENGLISH _______________________________________________
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Ju

mf

- bi -la - te De -o

non legato

(no pedal)

mf

om -nis ter - ra! Ju - bi -la - te De -o om -nis ter - ra!

6

Ser

legato

-vi - te Do -mi -no in lae - ti - tia! In -

11

34

34

34

& b · · · ·

Jubilate Deo omnis terra
Shout joyfully to God, all the earth

Music by
AMY TATE WILLIAMSPsalm 100:1-2

& b
Energetically q = 144

? b · ·

& b Ï Ï Ï Ï · ·

& b ·
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& b · ·
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mf

Ve - ni - te ex - ul -

mpmf

te - mus Do - mi - no iu - bi - le - mus De - o

6

sa - lu - ta - ri nos - tro, Ve - ni - te, ve -

11

ni - te, ve - ni - te.

16

68

68

68

&
# · · ·

Venite exultemus Domino
Come let us exalt the Lord

Music by
AMY TATE WILLIAMSPsalm 95:1-3
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Exuberantly q. = 108
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úúú ªªª 

n 
ÏÏÏ
J ä ä Î ª 

Ï ª
ú ª 

Ï ª 

Ï Ï Ï nÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï nÏ Ï Ï
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Do

mf

- mi - nus fir-ma - men -tum me -um

mf

et re - fu - gium me - um et li - be - ra - tor me - us De - us me -

5

us!

mp

De - us me - us a - di - u - tor me - us

10

mp

44

44

44

24 44

24 44

24 44

&
# · ·

Dominus firmamentum meum
The Lord is my firmament

Music by
AMY TATE WILLIAMSPsalm 18:2

&
# Boldly q = 120

? #

&
# - - -

&
# 

n

? #

&
# -

&
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nb n n
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n

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
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ú
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Ï
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ú
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ú
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ú úÏ Ï úú úúú Ïú Ï úÏ Ï úúú úúú

ú
Ï Ï ú

Ï Ï Ï
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ú
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J

Ï Ï Ï
J

nÏ bÏ
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Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï wwÏ Ï Ï Ï 
wÏ b Ï Ï Ï 

wÏ b Ï Ï Ï

úw Ï
Ï
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nú bú ú

w 
bú ú

ú ª 
bú 

Ï Ï
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Bo - num est con - fi - te - bor Do - mi - no et psal - le - re,

mf

et psal - le - re no - mi - ne tu - o,

7

no - mi - ne tu - o Al - tiss - i - me.

13

24

24

24

&

Playfully q = 120

Psalm 92:1-3
Music by

AMY TATE WILLIAMS

Bonum est confitebor Domino
It is good to acknowledge the Lord

&

?

& ä Ï j
 Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï · ·

& Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï 
Ï

?

& Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï ª Ï ú ú · ·
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Ï 

Ï Ï Ï ú

?
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Ï ÏÏ

j ä Ï
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j ä Ï
j
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Ï Ï Ï
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Ï
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Ï 
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Ï
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Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
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O -cu -li me - i

mp

sem - per ad Do - mi - num, o -cu - li me - i sem - per ad

6

Do - mi - num: quo - ni - am, quo - ni -

11

68

68

68

& b

Calmly q. = 66

· · · ·

Music by
AMY TATE WILLIAMSPsalm 25:15

Oculi mei semper ad Dominum
My eyes are always toward the Lord

? b

? b b b

& b

? b

? b b

& b

? b &

? b

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
j

Ï Ï Ï 
Ï Ï Ï 

Ï Ï Ï 
Ï Ï Ï 

Ï Ï Ï 
Ï Ï Ï 

Ï Ï Ï 
Ï Ï Ï 

Ï Ï Ï Ïb Ï Ï
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Ïú ª 

Ïb 
j bÏ ª ú ª
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Ï ªú ª 

bÏ ª

Ï Ï
j ä Ï Ï Ï ª Ï Ï

j 
ú ª Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

j 
Ï Ï

j ä Ï Ï

Ï b Ï Ï 
Ï Ï Ï 

Ï Ï Ï 
Ï Ï Ï 

Ï Ï Ï 
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Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï

ú
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ª
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j
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Ï Ï Ï 
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Ï Ï Ï
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ú ª
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Cor mun - dum cre - a in

mp

me De - us. Et spi - ri - tum, et

5

spi - ri - tum rec - tum in - no - va in

9

44

44

44

& bb · ·

Music by
AMY TATE WILLIAMS

Cor mundum crea in me Deus
Create in me a clean heart, O God

Psalm 51:10

& bb
Gently q = 100

? bb

& bb

& bb

? bb

& bb

& bb

? bb

Ï ª Ï
J Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï ú Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï

w w ú ú úú ú

ú ª Ï Ï Ï ú Î ú Ï ª Ï
J Ï Ï ú Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï ú

ú Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï î

ú ú úú ú Ï Ï Ï Ï 
î 

úú Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï ú ª î Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï ú Ï

ú
ú

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï
î 

úúú úú ú ú úú ú
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De -duc me

p

Do -mi -ne in vi - a tu - a, in vi - a tu - a

6

de - duc me et in - gre - di - ar

11

34

34

34

& bbb

Simply q = 96

· · · ·

Music by
AMY TATE WILLIAMSPsalm 86:11

Deduc me Domine
Lead me, Lord

& bbb

? bbb

& bbb

& bbb

? bbb

& bbb

& bbb

? bbb

Ï Ï ú

Î
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Î 
ú 

Î 
ú
Î Ï Ï Ï Îú

ª
ú 

Î 
ú

Ï ÏÏ úú Ï ÏÏ úú Ï ÏÏ úú Ï ÏÏ úú Ï ÏÏ úú

Ï Ï ú Ï ª Ï
J Ï Ï Ï ú Ï ª Ï

j 
Ï Ï Ï ú

Î
ú 

Î ú Î ú Î
ú 

Î 
ú

Ï ÏÏ úú Ï 
Ï
Ï 

Ï
Ï 

Ï
Ï Ï 

Ï
Ï 

Ï
Ï 

Ï
Ï Ï Ï

Ï ú
ú nÏ Ï
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ú

ú Ï ú ª Ï ª Ï
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Î ú Î
ú 

Î ú Î Ï Ï
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bÏ
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ú
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Ï
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ú
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b Ï
Ï 

ú
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Ad te Do -mi - ne le - va - vi a - ni -mam me - am.

De - us me - us in te con - fi - do.

5

Vi - as tu - as Do - mi - ne de - mon - stra mi - hi et sem - i -

9

&
Sustained q = 92

Ad te Domine

Music by
AMY TATE WILLIAMSPsalm 25: 1-2a, 4-5

To You, O Lord
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